
Janet Coscarelli, the director of the Tennessee Head Start State Collaboration Office, has been named the 
recipient of the “2011 Service Award” from the Tennessee Association for the Education of Young Children. 
Ms. Coscarelli is shown at right with the award, and at left with one of her current activities, the state 
Department of Education’s launch of the www.ReadTennessee.org website 
 
The award, inscribed with the words “Reaching Potential Together,” is presented each year to the person in 
the community who is “recognized for his or her contributions to the development, education and quality 
care of children by promoting and advocating for the general welfare of children and early childhood 
professionals and who takes an active, leadership role” in the work of the organization. 
 
While she is best known for her work as the director of the state’s Head Start collaboration office, she has 
also served as the assistant director of the Tennessee Commission on Children and Youth and has presented 
at state, national and international events. She is also a published author and the developer of educational 
training materials for early childhood classrooms that focus on speech and language enrichment and reading 
readiness. She holds dual certifications in speech-language pathology and audiology from the American 
Speech-Language Hearing Association. She also holds a master’s degree from Vanderbilt University and has 
taught master’s-level course at that institution.  
 
Ms. Coscarelli has a unique involvement with the dental community, having shepherded a statewide 
collaboration effort with Head Start, Early Head Start, and the American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry. As a 
result, hundreds of children across the state have been able to get access to dental care that they 
desperately need.  “If the child needs it,” she was quoted as saying, “Head Start will do it.” 
 
Her work on behalf of Tennessee’s Head Start children was recently lauded by the director of the Tennessee 
Head Start Association who called her “a tireless advocate for children and families, a locus for collaboration” 
that makes services to Tennessee’s children “far more effective than they would be without her dedication.” 
 
In a different vein, Ms. Coscarelli has served as a preliminary judge in the Miss Tennessee competition and is 
also an actress in community theatre. She has participated in many Nashville theater productions, including 
performances in such classics as [ƻƻƪ IƻƳŜǿŀǊŘ !ƴƎŜƭΣ ¢ƻ Yƛƭƭ ŀ aƻŎƪƛƴƎōƛǊŘ and {ƘŀŘƻǿ .ƻȄΦ 
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