PURPOSE

Head Start is designed to promote school readiness by

enhancing the social and cognitive development of
economically disadvantaged children and families
through the provision of education, health, nutrition,
social/emotional, mental health, disabilities, and so-
cial services. Children with disabilities are also
served in the Head Start program.

Two very unique attributes distinguish Head Start
from any other preschool program in our community
or in the country. Those distinguishing elements are
the comprehensiveness of the program design and the
degree to which parents are involved in all aspects of
the program. These factors have helped to develop
the philosophy of the Head Start Programs and pro-
mote the belief that we must prepare, educate and de-
velop our children and their families so that they are
positive contributors to our community.

Head Start uses the Child and Adult Care Food
Program funded through the State of Tennessee De-
partment of Human Services. CACFP reimburses
Head Start programs for providing healthy meals and
snacks to children in the program.

MISSION

The mission of Upper East Tennessee Human Devel-
opment Agency, Inc. is to provide education, direc-

tion and support to individuals, families and organiza-

tions in order to strengthen and stabilize the commu-
nity through collaborative efforts of Agency pro-
grams and cooperative partnerships.

VISION

The vision of UETHDA 1is to be the model Agency
for the community, state and nations by:
Valuing the intrinsic worth of each individual,
family and organization.
Supporting the community through exemplary,
essential and distinct services.
Empowering consumers to reach their greatest
potential.
Enhancing community partnerships through col-
laborative efforts.
Fostering a seamless continuum of care to con-
sumers.
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x Partnership centers receive a permit to operate from the
Department of Education (DOE)
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